Symposium 

'Poldergeist.  Contemporary 
Dutch  Architecture' 

At  Cooper  Union.  April  11th-12th  Frldoy. 
end  Soturdoy  10am-6pm 

StoreFront  lor  Ad  A  Architecture  is  pleased  to 
announce  an  upcoming  conference  examining  the 
Dutch  paradigm  vis  A  vis  the  American  architectural 
model  Tho  contemporary  situation  of  Dutch  archi¬ 
tecture,  planning  and  design  represents  oxcep- 
tional  conditions  that  contain  vital  suggestions  and 
thorough  responses  to  the  changing  landscape  of 
its  cities,  towns  and  larger  regions  The  highly 
coordinated  level  ot  national  commitment  to  these 
fields,  corntx nod  with  the  significant  work  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  critics  and  practitioners  adds  up  to  a  nation¬ 
wide  achievement.  Ironically,  lor  New  Yorkers  and 
the  Amencan  architectural  community,  the  manifold 
success  ol  Dutch  architecture  is  linked  to  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  a  single  individual.  Rem  Koolhaas' 
recent  exhibition  at  Now  York’s  Museum  ot  Modorn 
Ad  and  his  prolific  wntmg  have  created  an  interna¬ 
tional  star,  who  seems  to  have  emerged  auton¬ 
omously  In  this  symposium.  StoreFront  for  Ad  A 
Architecture  in  collaboration  with  the  Dutch  cntic 
Bad  Lootama  intends  to  present  the  context  and 
challenges  that  confront  Dutch  architecture  and 
urbanism  today,  and  will  give  an  international  audi¬ 
ence  an  m  deplh  look  at  the  remarkable  achieve¬ 
ments  in  these  fields  as  they  compare  and  contrast 
to  our  own  situation 
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ISSUES  OF  TVfE  SYMPOSIUM 

PLANNING  TRADITION 
Holland  is  experiencing  a  period  of  groat  expan¬ 
sion  This  land  moss  of  42,000  square  kilometers 
has  fifteen  to  sixteen  million  inhabitants,  a  popula¬ 
tion  density  comparable  with  that  of  Japan  Over 
seventy  percent  of  the  built  environment  dates  from 
after  the  Second  World  War.  more  than  in  any  other 
country  in  Western  Europe  Even  the  landscape 
itself  is  a  now  ono,  including  large  poldora.  dams 
and  dikes,  ore  a  major  portion  of  the  existing  agn- 
cultural  area  which  has  been  drastically  reorga¬ 
nized  and  reshaped  Tho  Dutch  landscape  is 
completely  man  made;  oven  nature  parks  have 
been  designed  and  plannod  by  the  central  govern¬ 
ment .  Until  recontly,  social  housing  and  urban 
extensions  have  been  largely  planned  and  financed 
by  the  government  as  well.  9 

CONGESTION  AND  CHANGE  □ 

Faced  with  continuous  population  growth,  the  state 
is  planning  to  build  between  800,000  and 
1 ,000,000  homes  before  the  year  2006,  causing  a 
new  awareness  of  this  situation  to  grow.  Bit  by  bit 
Holland  is  becoming  congestod.  That  it  especially 
the  case  with  the  so-called  Green  Heart’  in  the 
middle  of  the  ’Randstad’.  tho  ring  shaped  metropo¬ 
lis  formed  by  the  cities  of  Amsterdam.  Haarlem, 
Leiden,  The  Hague,  Rotterdam,  Gouda  and 
Utrecht.  All  governmental  planning  memoranda 
have  agreed  on  the  preserve  of  this  green  area, 
nevertheless,  it  is  under  heavy  pressure  because  of 
the  need  to  build  houses 

This  problem  is  occurring  at  the  vory  moment  whon 
the  state  is  in  the  process  of  surrendering  its  tradi¬ 
tional  supervisory  function  over  planning  develop¬ 
ments.  Under  pressure  from  a  growing  number  of 
public  inquiries,  this  administrative  task  is  becom¬ 
ing  fragmented  In  addition,  since  1894  social 
housing  has  no  longer  been  subsidized  Housing 
corporations  are  now  obliged  to  compete  on  the 
market  unassisted.  In  thia  process,  the  stats 
has  deprived  itself  of  some  important  planning 
instruments. 


Although  tho  Dutch  practice  is  still  far  removed 
from  the  American  practice,  both  systems  hove 
como  closer  to  each  other,  and  it  will  be  interesting 
to  discuss  possiblo  planning  solutions  tor  tho  new 
problems  Holland  is  facing.  On  the  other  hand,  tho 
quality  of  work  produced  by  the  youngoat  genera¬ 
tion  ot  Dutch  architects  and  urbanists  is  largely  duo 
to  the  changing  situation,  forcing  them  to  como  up 
with  solutions  that  might  bo  interesting  for  the 
Americans  as  well . 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 
For  a  largo  majority  of  Amencan  design  profession¬ 
als,  the  Dutch  situation  is  enviable  because  of  the 
government  support  and  the  significant  number  of 
building  projects.  Dutch  architecture  and  urban 
planning  are  activo  and  respeefod,  so  activo  in  fact 
that  there  is  sometimes  litllo  time  to  theorize  on  its 
directions.  The  converse  is  often  true  of  the  same 
fields  m  Amorica,  which  aro  frequently  mired  in  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  leave  time  tor  theory  but  little 
opportunity  for  practice.  StoreFront  tor  Art  A 
Architecture  boliovos  this  symposium  will  invigorate 
the  American  audience  through  the  sheor  intelli¬ 
gence  of  fhe  participants'  work,  as  well  as  form  the 
basis  for  a  cntical  analysis  of  this  work 

This  Symposium  is  supported  by  Stimulenngs  Fond 
voor  Architectuur  in  Holland 

Recent  Event 

'Making  History  15  Minute3  of 
Fame.  Fortune,  end  Fex  Machines 

February  4-Februory  11,1997 

Making  History  opened  to  a  crowded  gathering  of 
design  history  enthusiasts.  The  fax  porlormanco 
was  organized  by  Tho  Research  Center  for  Validity 
Testing  and  waa  created  as  a  parody  of  the  history 
making  process  in  design.  Fifteen  hundred  design¬ 
ers  were  contacted  through  an  onormous  E-mail, 
fax  and  regular  mail  solicitation  to  participate  in  this 
unusual  demonstration  Designers  wero  asked  to 
fax  their  interpretation  of  their  design  practico  as 
recorded  Fifteen  minutes  prior  to  tho  exhibition’s 


Following  a  Mtoon  minute  mtorval  completo  with  a 
jeopardy  like  soundtrack,  tho  gallery  received  over¬ 
whelming  rosponso  from  designers  worldwide 
Over  two  hundred  toxos  spooled  from  six  fax 
machinos,  instantly  documenting  fiftoon  minutes  of 
design  history  Submissions  to  tho  exhibition  made 
litoral  parodies  of  other  exhibitions,  dosign,  ond 
designers,  some  wore  vory  litoral  transmissions  of 
work  in  progress,  and  still  othora  so  cryptic  as  to 
never  bo  understood.  Thanks  to  ovoryone  for 
"Making  History"  make  history. 

News 

Kyong  Park,  the  foundor  and  director  of  StoroFront 
for  Art  A  Architecture,  has  been  appointed  as  one 
of  five  commissioners  to  curnto  tho  97  Kwangju 
Biennale,  tho  2nd  International  Biennale  in  Koroa 
Under  the  thomo  of  "Unmappmg  tho  Earth/  the 
biennale  will  be  open  from  Soptemtw  1  thru 
Novombor  27, 1997.  It  will  be  divided  into  five  sub- 
themes -Hybnd/Wood,  Spece/Fire,  Power/Metal, 
Speed/ Wiilnr.  and  Becoming/Earth-and  each  will 
bo  curated  by  n  Commissioner.  Kyong  Park  was 
appointed  as  the  Commissioner  lor  the  fhemo  of 
Space/Fire.  Ofhor  commissioners  are:  Harold 
Szoemann  from  Switzerland,  Richard  Koshalek, 
the  director  of  MOCA  in  Los  Angeles,  Sung  Wan 
Kyung  from  Seoul,  and  Bernard  Mercado 
from  Paris. 

Position  for  Hire 

StoreFront  for  Ad  A  Architecture  seeks  a  full  lime, 
administrator  to  work  Tuesdays  through  Saturdays. 
We  aro  actively  seeking  candidates  with  strong 
administrative  skills  and  solid  organizational  abili¬ 
ties.  Knowledge  of  contemporary  ad  and  architec¬ 
ture  is  helpful.  Responsibilities  will  include  assisting 
with  all  aspects  of  programming,  coordination  and 
execution 

Contact,  Cristina  Delgado  at  (212)  431.5795, 


Beirut  photographs  b  ,  Gabriele  Basilico  curated  bv  Francesco  Bonami 
with  cd-rom  Rodolphe  el-Khoury,  Hashim  Sarkis  and  Allen  Sayegh 


This  inhibition  consists  of  a  photographic  docu¬ 
mentation  of  tho  central  section  ol  Boirut  in  1991 
(soon  after  tho  end  of  fhe  civil  war)  by  Italian  pho- 
tograher,  Gabriele  Basilico.  In  conjunction  with 
these  photographs  about  the  destruction  ol  Beirut, 
StoroFront  has  invited  a  collaborative  research 
team  from  Harvard  Umvorsity's  Graduate  School  o' 
Dosign,  to  contribute  their  initiatives  and  documen¬ 
tation  on  the  reconstruction  ot  tho  city  A  CD-ROM 
their  work  m  progress,  will  be  presented  nt 
StoroFront  In  April  1997,  their  complete  work  will 
bo  pronentod  through  an  exhibition,  a  conference 
and  a  publication,  at  Harvard  University  ! 

Wo  would  like  to  thank  Mr  Rotor  Rowe  and  the 
Graduate  School  ot  Dosign  at  Harvard  University 
for  thoir  cooperation. 
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•Because  Beirut  was  never  Ju9t  a  city  It  was  an  idea-an  idee  that  meant 
something  not  only  to  the  Lebanese  but  to  the  entire  Arab  World  While, 
today  Just  the  word  'Beirut'  evokes  images  of  hell  on  earth,  for  years  Beirut  ( 
represented-maybe  dishonestly -something  quite  different,  something 
almost  gentle  the  Idea  of  coexistence  and  the  spirit  of  tolerance,  the  idea 
that  diverse  religious  communlties-Shiites.  Sunnis.  Christians,  and 
Druse-couk*  live  together,  and  even  thrive.  In  one  city  and  one  country  I 
without  having  to  abandon  altogether  their  individual  identities '  I 

—Thomas  L  Friedman.  From  Beirut  to  Jerusalem.  1989 

In  1991.  one  year  after  the  end  of  a  war  that  lasted  fifteen  years,  the  Italian  J 
photographer  Gabriele  Basilico  was  invited  by  the  writer  Dominique  Edde  ^ 
to  take  part  in  a  project  aiming  at  documenting  the  central  part  of  Beirut.  I 
recording  with  the  camera  what  was  left  along  the  infamous  and  symbolic 
‘Green  Line  The  result,  while  maintaining  an  objective  and  analytical  edge.  I 
has  an  am  bivalent  and  disconcerting  feeling  It  is  a  document  of  horren-  • 
dous  past  and  at  the  some  time  a  blue  print  for  an  unpredictable  future 
Basillco’s  photographs  are  much  more  of  a  question  than  a  statement 
Basilico  looks  at  Beirut  as  if  he  were  looking  at  any  other  city  transformed.  | 
in  a  more  subtle  way.  by  a  different  disease  than  war  perhaps  by  social 
degradation  perhaps  by  wild  and  unconsidered  real  estate  speculation 
The  Beirut  photographs  are  not  a  Judgment  on  war  but  a  reflection  on 
what  a  city  »s  left  with  once  war  eventually  ends  and  life  resumes  its  course.  I 
The  idea  of  the  city  remains  intact  even  if  its  political  and  social  structures 
have  been  attacked,  and  Basilico  looks  at  this  system  as  a  doctor  would 
observe  a  patient  who  survived  a  terminal  sickness  He  notes  the  dam-  I 
ages  while  celebrating  the  Incredible  possibilities  and  perspectives  that  any  l 
kind  of  survival  can  produce.  Beirut  has  survived  not  just  a  single  war  but  I 
hundreds  of  wars  and  each  dark  window  in  each  building  represents  one  of  I 
the  thousand  symptoms  that  made  this  city  a  desperate  case  an  incur-  I 
able  patient  Vet  it  survived  Now  it  is  up  to  us  to  if  we  ere  witnessing  + 

rxjmm  fhe  temple  of  Bacchus  at  Baaibeck,  or  brutal  scars  left  by 
human  madness  In  fact  we  have  always  assumed  that  the  archeological 
sites  we  visit  are  the  remains  of  great  cultures  and  civilizations  and  not  the 
results  of  ignorance  and  barbaric  devastation  But  even  the  Parthen 
was  apparently  blown  up  by  the  Turks  during  the  seventeenth  century, 
its  present  state  is  not  primarily  due  to  the  erosion  of  time  and  history  b 
to  the  order  of  some  hasty  commander  In  the  archeological  museum 
Florence,  herds  of  tourists  stand  in  line  to  admire  a  beautiful  but  ba 
cracked  Greek  vase  Thi6  fantastic  object  had  to  be  pasted  together  n 
because  it  was  found  in  pieces  under  the  ground,  but  because  a  distract 
guard  smashed  against  It  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  It  s  a  matter 
creating  a  sufficient  longing  that  allows  us  to  Judge  devastation  a9  histo 
and  not  simply  as  human  folty  Looking  art  the  photos  of  Beirut,  whe 
buildings  stand  with  no  less  dignity  than  the  Colosseum  in  Rome  s  traffic 
Jam.  we  have  to  consider  how  those  images  will  be  handled  and  how  th 
will  affect  the  future  history  of  the  city  both  in  terms  of  architectural  de 
opment  and  as  a  reference  point  of  a  time  that  runs  the  risk  being  forgot 
ten  New  building  methodologies  allow  for  both  of  the  urbomstic  structure 
and  the  conceptual  dimension  of  any  city  in  the  world,  in  a  matter  of  a  few 
years,  erasing  devastation  but  at  the  some  time  canceling  deep  cultural 
experiences  that  belong  to  empty  monuments  The  sounds  of  9hellinQ 
and  car-bombs  have  ceased  and  Beirut  is  now  deafened  by  squeaking 
cranes  and  the  vibrations  of  jack-hammers  Gabriele  Bosilicos  pho¬ 
tographs  are  not  only  a  pivotal  moment  in  the  life  of  this  city,  but  they  are 
also  symbolic  visions  into  the  silence  behind  the  blind  windows  of  build¬ 
ings  and  palaces 

Because  as  Thomas  L  Friedman  would  continue  '(  )  the  real  story  is 
often  found  not  in  the  noise  but  in  the  silence  -  and  that  is  what  Is  so  often 
missed* 

-Written  by  Francesco  0onarm/The  US  Editor  of  Flesh  An  Moga/in«  and  on 
>1  Curator  and  writ  or 
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Projecting  Beirut 

Episodes  in  the  Construction  and  Reconstruction  of  the  Modern  City: 
Interactive  CD-ROM.  Rodolphe  el-Khoury,  Hashim  Sarkis  and  Allen  Sayegh. 


The  interactive  CD-ROM  documents  the  urban  history  of  Beirut  from  the 
1 830’s  to  the  present  with  an  emphasis  on  comparing  the  construction  of 
the  city  as  the  capitol  of  the  modern  state  of  Lebanon  during  the  1950  s 
and  1960  s  and  the  present  reconstruction  efforts  after  the  17*  year  civil 
war  The  CD-ROM  is  part  of  an  exhibition  on  the  reconstruction  of  Beirut 
that  will  open  at  Harvard  University.  Graduate  School  of  Design,  on  April  1 1. 
1997  The  two  periods  vividly  exemplify  the  ambitions  and  struggles  of  both 
state  and  civil  society  to  realize  their  (sometimes  synchronized  and  other 
times  conflicting)  visions  of  what  the  urban  environment  should  be.  In  that 
sense,  the  CD-ROM  will  also  highlight  the  changing  conceptions  of 
Beirut’s  Image  as  a  capitol  city  of  Lebanon  and  its  regional  role.  These  two 
periods  will  be  represented  against  a  historical  timeline  of  the  modern  his¬ 
tory  of  the  city  They  will  also  be  represented  through  major  projects  and 
plans  (both  built  and  unbuilt)  by  Lebanese  and  international  architects 

The  CD-ROM  is  presented  in  the  form  of  four  inter-referenced  narratives 

1.  Timeline  overlapping  the  city's  urban  history  with  a  political  history  of  the 
Lebanon  and  the  region  (This  will  be  the  portion  of  the  CD-ROM  that  will  be 
on  display  at  StoreFront  for  Art  and  Architecture  during  the  Basilico  exhi¬ 
bition.) 

2  Comparison  between  the  architecture  of  the  1950  s  and  1960  s  ar 
the  present  This  comparison  will  focus  on  such  large  scale  undertakings] 
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William  Menking,  Pratt  Institute  &  Joe  Kerr,  University  ot  North  London 

London  Calling  From  Team  X  to  Gen  X* 

March  25th,  Tuosdoy,  6:3Opm-0pm 


infrastructure,  such  as  the  airport,  the  port,  and  iWextensive  road  network, 
the  plan  for  the  Central  Business  District,  the  government  complexes,  and 
Institutions,  as  well  as  samples  of  the  private  development  projects 

3  Morphological  study  of  the  growth  of  the  city  from  the  1  830's  to  the  pre¬ 

sent  highlighting  the  major  periods  of  growth  and  the  demographic  and 
economical  reasons  behind  It,  |1 

4  Biographies  and  significant  projects  of  architects  from  the  fifties  and 
sixties  and  from  the  present  Architects  such  as  Andr6  Wogenscky,  Oscar 
Niemeyer.  Alfred  Roth.  Alvar  Aalto,  and  Rafael  Moneo.  and  local  architects 
such  as  Assem  Salam.  Pierre  Khoury.  Wassek  Adib.  Farid  Trad.  Antoun 
Tebet,  and  Jad  Tabet 

The  CD-ROM  will  be  part  of  an  interactive  display  In  an  exhibition  at  Harvard 
University  Graduate  School  of  Design  opening  on  April  11  and  will  remain 
displayed  until  April  24 . 1 99  7  The  exhibition  will  then  travel  to  Beirut  to  open 
at  the  Lebanese  Order  of  Engineers  and  Architects  in  October  1997  The 
opening  of  the  exhibition  at  Harvard  will  also  coincide  with  a  conference 
that  focuses  on  the  rise  of  the  modern  period  of  the  city's  development 
The  panels  at  the  conference  are  the  following  the  urban  history  of  Beirut 
reconsidered  in  light  of  recent  archival  research  and  post-colonialists 
revaluations,  recent  archaeological  finds  and  the  means  of  their  possible 
integration  in  urban  reconstruction;  the  modern  architectural  heritage  of  the 
city  as  it  has  emerged  out  of  debates  and  collaborations  between  local  and 
international  architects;  a  survey  and  analysis  of  the  socio-economic  con¬ 
text  of  reconstruction,  and  presentations  and  discussions  of  the  recent 
projects  and  plans  of  reconstruction.  j 

The  CD-ROM  is  part  of  a  series  of  projects  undertaken  by  the  Graduate 
School  of  Design  on  the  reconstruction  of  Beirut  which  will  take  place  over 
the  coming  years 

The  CD-ROM  is  the  product  of  work  conducted  at  Harvard  University 
Graduate  School  of  Design,  led  by  Allen  Sayegh.  instructor  In  the 
Department  of  Architecture,  and  including  Markus  Schaefer  (MArch  98). 
Michelle  Tarsney  (MArch  98).  Lillian  Kurl  (MAUD  96).  and  Aymen 
Zahreddme  (MAUD  97 )  I 


English  architecture  and  design  hai  only  intormittently  impinged  on  the  international  con 
sciousnoss  Its  massive  public  housing  programs  aroused  interest  and  respect  in  the 
1950  s  and  60  s  During  the  big  boom  Thatcher  years  'Is  absolute  surrender  to  the 
untrammeled  forces  of  freeenterprise  global  capital  aroused  a  kind  of  morbid  interest  In 
the  1 980  s  while  American  corporato  practices  happily  transformed  the  London  skyltno. 
a  new  generation  of  British  superstar  architects  (Rogers/ Fosters  and  others)  success¬ 
fully  sought  markets  world  wide  Now  the  style  press  and  critics  alike  seem  intent  on  pro¬ 
moting  London  as  a  design  center  in  fashion,  graphic  design  and  art 

British  architectural  culture  has  at  least  been  partially  redoomod  by  another  tre 
Mtlon.  an  intermittent  undercurrent  of  anti-establishment,  onti-erchitecture.  which  has 
•stantty  challenged  the  orthodoxies  of  mainstream  practice  Using  whatever  counter 
turai  imagery  was  at  hand-th©  celebration  of  mass  consumerism  deployed  by  Th© 
(dependent  Group  the  Americanism  o»  Archigram  •  techno  fantasies  and  Rem 
Koolhaas’  "Manhattanism  *  the  clubland  chic  of  Ron  Arad  and  Nigel  Coates- successive 
cadres  of  fringe  architects  have  emerged  to  redefine  the  most  English  of  qualities  hip 
ness  *  Today,  a  new  generation  of  smart  young  practices  like  the  women  •  group  ’Muff 
compete  with  each  other  in  the  hermetic  laboratories  of  the  architecture  school  unit  ey* 
tern  (transposed  to  America  by  Bernard  Techumi),  the  page®  of  soecalist  press  and  the 
limited  public  forums  of  competition  and  the  exhibition 

The  new  prospects  offered  by  a  na tonal  -Millennium*  lottery  have  placed  seduettve  com 
missions  within  reach,  even  for  architects  who  previously  scorned  tho  compromises  that 
the  act  of  building  entail  In  some  cases  this  has  merely  highlighted  the  yawning  gulf 
between  the  internal  debates  of  architectural  culture,  and  the  conservatism  of  public 
taste  -  witness  Zaha  Hadid  and  the  Cardiff  Opom  House  fiasco 

Alternatively.  It  has  offered  on  opportunity  to  build  for  major  international  practices  like 
Her  /on  and  de  Meuron  (Tate  Gallery)  and  Daniol  Liebeskind  (VA  A  Museum),  e  fast  track 
to  recognition  and  financial  success  for  younger  practices 

In  a  world  where  architecture  is  constantly  being  forced  to  adopt  new  strategies  tor  suc¬ 
cess  from  elitist  posturing,  to  sound  bites  and  naked  commercial  cunning  young  British 
practices  ore  leaders  However  in  the  image  saturated  unreality  of  e  pool-industrial  world, 
where  practices  are  no  longer  able  to  conjure  up  the  simple  morel  certainties  of  those 
1950  s  Team  X  entente  terr.b»e»  the  Smithsons  we  are  perhaps  witnessing  in  London 
tho  cultural  apotheosis  of  Generation  X 


Peggy  Deamer 


Theory  as  a  Spatial  Concept  Public  Space/Private  Longino 

Morch  11th.  Tuosdoy.  6  30pm-8pm 

This  evening  will  present  tho  work,  m  spatial  form  of  two  artist*/ architects.  Ann  McDonald 
end  Dean  Sakamoto,  whose  work  deals  with  the  occupation  of  public  space  with  private 
desires  As  theory  demonstrates  in  a  masters  program  in  architecture  at  y«i©  coord! 
neted  by  Peggy  Deamer.  thoir  work  demonstrates  the  integration  of  research  into  the 
content  of  production  os  well  as  the  product  on  of  theory  ,n  physical  not  Just  Merery 
terms  Dealing  with  the  issue  of  how  to  transform  the  notion  of  pubUC’  through  an  alter- 
native  practice  of  temporary  spatial  possession*  these  artists  operate  o  a  field  of  specu¬ 
lation  introduced  by  Lefebvre  and  the  Situation#*!  International 


